ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
ata mining is a term synonymous with data dredging or fishing and has been used to describe the process of trawling through data in the hope of identifying patterns. Data mining is only a small component to a larger study of extracting data from large databases. Over the year's databases have been growing at a phenomenal rate and will continue to grow.
What most businesses are interested in is extracting pertinent information to help get a leading edge in today's competitive environment. Many organizations are using data mining, which is the process of discovering and quantifying predictive relationships in data. The software industry has helped the spread of data mining by offering a variety of software for data mining. Some data mining software are beginning to target the casual business analyst who has a good knowledge of their business and some quantitative training.
Data mining has helped to improve the understanding, organization, and utilization of the data stored in large databases. Because of the rapid growth in data the job of data mining has become especially important in the areas of database, statistics, machine learning, and data visualization research. Data mining has also had a significant influence in scientific and business communities for tracking behavior of individuals and groups, processing medical information, and a number of other applications over several years. Data mining has been defined as the automatic discovery of patterns, associations, changes and anomalies in large data sets.
DATA MINING -THE PROCESS
David Cho and Amy Chou (1999) have summarized the data mining process as follows:

Identify the problem domain and pursue the managerial support  Select the data source for the project  Clean and filter the data  Determine the data-mining task  Run the appropriate algorithm or combination of algorithm for pattern search  Interpret and evaluate the output of the data mining  Implement the results 
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MINING DATA MINING
We did an extensive literature survey to find out how many journal articles are written in the field of data mining. We also wanted to establish the different business disciplines that use data mining. Table 1 summarizes our findings over the period 1996-2003. Following the pattern of e-commerce startups, the number of articles on data mining reached its peak in 2001 and declined dramatically in the past two years. About half of the articles are in science and technology instead of in business. This means that there is substantial room for research on business applications of data mining.
We also wanted to determine the different journals that publish articles dealing with data mining. We were surprised at the wide range of journals that publish data mining related articles. The list of the journals is summarized in Table 2 . Table 3 summarizes the number of articles in each of the journals over an eight-year time span.
CONCLUSION
We investigated the data mining articles published in reputed journals from 1996 to 2003. We found that there were 54 different journals that have published data mining articles. Data mining as a technique has a wide variety of applications ranging from business to medicine. A list of all articles that we looked at is provided in the reference section. Our study is by no means exhaustive. We looked at a few databases. But, our study illustrates the uses of data mining and its importance in today's competitive business environment 
